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HIS MONTH’S PROGRAM: THE ORIGIN FOR AIRCRAFT SPARK,
“ALL YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT MAGNETOS, AND THEN SOME.”

unchwaffe
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The weather and food were
good, the pying great (is it ever
bad?), and the company was good
too. On Saturday, May 10th, Fritz
Jorgenson and his lovely wife, Sune
Ericson and his beautiful bride, Jeff
Point and his co-pilot Ken Klima,
Glen Bottsford, and Mike Woods
and his Young Eagle co-pilot, Jeff
Sanford, made the long x-country
to Oshkosh. All but Sune met at
the Waukesha airport and then
departed again for Oshkosh.

We were met with the red
carpet treatment at the Orion FBO,
who graciously provided us with
transportation to LeSures Restau-
rant for a great breakfast. If you

have not been there, the food was
excellent, and something tells me
they must be great bakers based on
the number of special order cakes
that people would come in and pick
up. The restaurant is across the
street from Friar Tucks. The service
was very friendly and efycient too.
If you go there, just don't be too
surprised about the size of the place
as the 11 of us packed it beyond
capacity with the other customers
that were already there. . We were
joined by Sean Elliot, who is head
of air operations at EAA, and his
young son, Ryan.

After breakfast, Sean gave us
a tour of the Weeks Hangar and
continued on page 3
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Chapter Calendar Of Events

June

06 .22 . 08 Hot Planes, Hot Cars, Cool Kids, Capitol Drive

06 .24 .08 Board Meeting 1830
Chapter Membership Meeting 1930
Timmerman CAP Hangar

06.28.08 Young Eagles Rally 0900
Capitol Drive Airport

06.29.08 Lunchwaffe goes to Sheboygan 1130
Meet at Timmerman Airport

July

07 .20.08 Wings and Wheels Weekend, East Troy Airport

07 .22 .08 Board Meeting 1830
Chapter Membership Meeting 1930
Timmerman CAP Hangar

August

08.25.08 Board Meeting 1830
Chapter Membership Meeting 1930
Timmerman CAP Hangar
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Welcome to the May Flypaper!
This month’s column represents a
yrst for me: the yrst time live sat
down to write a Flypaper column
when the ground wasn’'t covered

in snow! | think weive ofycially
switched seasons. As the old joke
goes, there are two seasons in
Wisconsin- Shovel and Swat. In
our world, | think the two seasons
are better described as Build and
Fly. It is certainly much easier to
think about/ write about pying when
the weather is actually conducive
to pying.

In my last monthly rant, | wrote
about the small but measurable
changes that | have detected in
the way things are being run at
EAA. One of the ways that this
has manifested itself is the new
Chapter Leaders Academy. Many
of you have probably read about
this academy, either in Sport Avia-
tion or on one of the weekly email
updates being sent out by HQ. The
academy was started last year as a
way to try to invigorate and revital-
ize the local chapters.

The academy has been host-
ed three times since it was started
last fall, and | was fortunate, along
with Treasurer Ken Klima, to attend
the latest class, held on April 18th
—20th. The weekend started Friday
evening with a dinner/ social hour
at the Air Academy Lodge, where

we were all put up for the weekend.
This was a time to socialize with the
other attendees, as well as numer-
ous EAA staffers who would be with
us all weekend.

Saturday morning started out
bright and early with breakfast at
the lodge (brought to us by the
cooks from the world-famous Vol-
unteer Kitchen!) We then headed
over to the museum conference
room, where the session began in
earnest. We listened to presenta-
tions from various EAA staffers on
topics such as recruitment, fund
raising, Young Eagles, chapter pro-
grams, etc. Each topic followed the
same format, with a presentation,
followed by breakout sessions to
brainstorm and discuss the topic,
then each breakout group would
report back to the entire group
with the results. This format facili-
tated a lot of good discussion and
exchange of ideas amongst the
participants.

What struck me most about
the exchange was the extent to
which the EAA staffers were there
not so much to provide us with
information, but to get our input on
what we as chapter leaders saw as
the issues affecting EAA, and what
we thought HQ should be doing
about them. Every one of them was
very interested in what we had to
say. We at the chapter level may
have strong opinions about what
we see as the obvious problems
with the organization, but unless
those views make their way up to
HQ, we cannot take for granted that
they know what we know.

As an example- we are all
aware that for the past two years,
the Beach Boys have performed
a concert on the West Ramp fol-
lowing the air show on Monday.
These concerts have been well
received by some, and criticized
by others (like me.) Prior to attend-
ing the workshop, | was under the
impression that EAA was paying,

using EAA funds, to put on these
concerts, and I’'m sure many of you
probably thought the same thing.
Well, when this topic came up, it
was revealed to us that the entire
concert cost was paid for by Ford
Motor Company, which is a major
sponsor of the convention. The
discussion which followed was re-
vealing- most of the attendees had
no idea that this was the arrange-
ment, and the EAA staffers were
somewhat incredtilous that we
didn’t know this. Out of this lively
discussion came a better under-
standing on both sides of the table
of the view from the other side.

Such discussion and pow of
information continued through-
out the weekend. Another juicy
rumor that got squashed was the
rumor that EAA is planning to
build a theme park on the conven-
tion grounds. The basis for this
rumor is almost laughable. EAA
has spent the past year or so
studying the current convention
grounds and developing a 10 year
master plan for the grounds. As
part of this study, EAA brought in
some people from Disneyland to
consult with on the layout of the
grounds, and how to move large
groups of people around a large
outdoor area (something Disney
obviously knows something about)
and somehow this got out into the
wild, and morphed into the rumor
of a theme park. Again, EAA staff-
ers could not believe that this was
really a rumor, but it is, and | think
it drove the point home that they
need to listen carefully to what is
being said at the chapter level and
address some of these rumors
before they get out of control. As
Yogi Bera would say, “you hear an
awful lot by listening.”

The weekend was not all work
and toil. We were treated to some
goodies, including lunch with Paul
in his private workshop, The Aero
plane Factory, and an after hours,
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