
2009 Ski Plane Fly 

In - Pioneer Airport
By Mike Woods

The EAA had a nice write up in 
their weekly email newsletter, 
so if you read that, only half of 
this will be new and half will be 
“old news.”  The day  (January 
24th) was very sunny and bright 
a n d a l s o v e r y c o l d .  
Temperature wise, it only about 
5 degrees, but the wind chill 
had to be -5 to -10.  I was 
thinking we would have at the 
most 5 planes showing up.  
Around 10:15, however, the 
first one flew in, soon followed 
by another 26.  Several Cubs 
and other Pipers, Champs, 
Cessnas (120/140, 170), 
Maules, Taylorcraft and many 
others.  There is no such thing 
as an ugly flying airplane, but 
watching those oldies but 
goodies on skis was just plain 
beautiful.

I was really amazed at the 
number of planes that had to 
be hand propped in the cold.  
Only  a few had to really  swing 
it several times to get it going 
and only one had some real 
problems in getting his fuel to 
vaporize to start.  By priming 
the daylights out of it, and then 
running the primer in slowly 
once it caught momentarily 
was the final trick that got it 
running smoothly.  This trial 
and error process lasted over 
an hour.  I know there were 
some tired arms the next day.

I am guessing that there were 
some pretty cold people by the 
time some of the planes got 
back to their home airports. I 
don!t think the heating system 
in a Cub is the best and they 
must leak a lot of cold air. 
Maybe that is why the back 
seats had lots of blankets in 

them.  Our Amy was there with 
a friend in a Champ  and they 
were put t ing warmers in 
different places to keep them 
warm for the flight home.  I 
neglected to ask where they 
were flying back to.  I hope it 
wasn!t all the way back to 
Minnesota.

B e s i d e s t h e a i r p l a n e s , 
somewhere around 300 people 
showed up  at the hangar to eat 
homemade chili and chicken 
s o u p  a n d c a k e t o h e l p 
celebrate Audrey Poberezny!s 
birthday.  It was so crowded 
that some had to eat standing 
up.  I guess too many people 
said let winter be da..., I am 
going to a flying event and 
enjoying myself for a day.  

After all the guests had left it 
was time to fly the tail wheel 
Glastar.  All the Pioneer 
volunteer pilots got a turn to 
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see what fun it is to fly  on skis.  
Some of the more seasoned 
ones also gave rides to the 
volunteers that helped with the 
fly in.  Air work is the same, but 
the ground handling does take 
some practice.  Those of you, 
who fly  a tail wheel, know that 
the stick should normally  be all 
the way back with the ailerons 
positioned correctly for the 
wind.  For the skis, the stick 
needs to go forward when 
starting to move to get the tail 
wheel/tail ski out of the snow 
(we had a ski on the back, but 
many of the planes had skis 
only on the mains).  Once 
moving, the stick could come 
back, but you had to be 
somewhat careful not to push 
the rear wheel/ski into the 
snow.  

Turns are the most fun (that 
means exciting).  Being slow 
and cautious does not work.  
Enough speed has to be kept 
up  to get the tail to swing in the 
snow.  So, the stick goes 

forward to lighten the tail and 
enough power is added to 
keep the tail out of the snow.  
You also push the stick in the 
direction of the turn to put more 
weight on the inboard ski and 
to keep the inboard wing down.  
Of course, full rudder is used to 
swing the nose and there are 
no brakes to help you turn.  
The turns are not like on 
wheels where you just start 
turning, but it is more of a 
sliding turn on the snow.  Kind 
of like driving your car on a 
slippery road.  One needs to 
plan the turns in advance too 
since much more room is 
needed to make a turn and 
depending on the strength of 
the wind and its direction, you 
may be able to turn in only one 
direction so you may have to 
may a 270 degree turn instead 
of a 90.

It was easy to tell which pilots 
had a fair amount of time with 
the skis.  The better ones 
would control it more like a 

wheeled airplane and the less 
experienced ones were a little 
more erratic.  A word of caution 
– never stand in front of a ski 
plane – there are no brakes – 
only the snow stops you, and 
that is why some preferred not 
to have a ski on the back.  To 
stop just pull the stick full back 
and bury the tail wheel for a 
brake.  Just like in the old days 
when they had a skid on the 
back. 

Landing is the most fun.  A 
good three point attitude with 
the speed nailed and it just 
settles in so nice with the snow 
absorbing most energy that 
would give you a bounce with 
wheels.  Ah, to hit the lakes 
with a ski plane – that would be 
too much fun.

Hope you can all make it next 
year.  Hope for snow, moderate 
temps and light winds. 
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Welcome to March!  After 
waiting patiently through one 
of the coldest, snowiest 
winters in memory, we have 
finally  gotten a taste of some 
global warming here in early 
March.  It has been in the 50s 
for the past couple of days, 
and while Ol! Man Winter no 
doubt has a few punches left 
in him, we are definitely on 
the back side of it, and spring 
is right around the corner.  Ah 
yes, spring, when a young 
man !s though ts tu rn to 
baseball.  And speaking of 
baseball, I won!t be around for 
the March chapter meeting.  
I ! l l be down in Phoenix, 
bask ing in the 85 deg. 
sunshine and enjoying Spring 
Training, but I!ll be thinking of 
you guys.  Really, I will.

For those of you who made 
the February meeting (and 
judging by the standing-room 
only crowd, most of you did) 
you got to see and hear a 
great presentation by EAA VP 
of Membership Adam Smith.  
Adam gave us a peek into the 
master plan for the EAA 
grounds, and we all left with a 
pretty good idea of what to 
expect when we show up  in 
mid-July.  EAA has embarked 
on a major initiative, to be 
phased in over the next 10 
years, to make changes and 
improvements to the EAA 

grounds.  Most of these 
changes look to be for the 
better, such as improving 
pedestrian travel with wider, 
more logically  laid-out roads 
and no-vehicle zones in the 
most heavily traveled areas 
(an idea long overdue!)  While 
most of the changes appear 
to be well thought out and 
log ica l , there w i l l most 
certainly  be some grumbling.  
Why?  Well, human beings 
are creatures of habit, and 
any sort of change disrupts 
our habits, and forces us off 
the well-worn paths of our 
lives.  However, given time, 
most of us adapt to the 
change and we go right about 
wearing new ruts down the 
new paths of our lives.

To put these new changes in 
perspective, it is important to 
look back at history.  Recently, 
the EAA website featured a 
map of the EAA grounds, 
circa 1983.  1983 is pretty 
close to when I started going 
to Oshkosh (!86) and the 
grounds looked about the 
same in #83 as they did in !86.  
Everything was much smaller 
than it is now, the main gate 
was at Knapp St., and the 
bulk of the show grounds 
were east of there.  Compare 
that to what we have today, 
and it is obvious that a lot of 
change has taken place!  

However, much like watching 
a child grow, the day to day 
and year to year changes are 
so small, so gradual that you 
don!t even notice them until 
one day you child is grown, 
and your convention grounds 
have changed into something 
completely other.  But, despite 
all the changes, your child is 
still the same child (only 
bigger), and Oshkosh is still 
Oshkosh (only bigger.)  Oh, 
and both get more expensive 
as they get bigger!

Speaking of change at EAA, 
by now you have no doubt 
read about some big changes 
at the top at EAA.  Paul has 
retired from his position as 
Chairman of the Board, and 
To m h a s a s s u m e d t h i s 
position. Tom will continue in 
his capacity as President as 
well, running the day-to-day 
ope ra t i ons un t i l a new 
president is chosen.  This 
much we know for sure, as it 
comes directly from EAAs 
press release on the subject.  
What we don!t know, and can 
only speculate about, is the 
process of finding Tom !s 
successor.  I have heard, from 
more than one re l iab le 
s o u r c e , t h a t E A A h a s 
engaged a “head-hunter” to 
conduct a nationwide search 
for a new president.  I find this 
both curious and a little 



disturbing.  EAA is, at it!s very 
essence, a family business, 
and while there may not be 
any immediate blood relatives 
who might step into the 
position, there are certainly 
some very talented individuals 
within the organization who 
would be capable of taking 
the job.  Would someone from 
the outside world understand 
and appreciate the culture 
a n d h i s t o r y o f t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  M o r e 
importantly, would they make 
decisions that factor in that 
culture and history, rather than 
dollars and cents?  That is a 
big unknown.

When organizations look to 
t h e o u t s i d e f o r n e w 
leadership, it is very  often a 
sign that the organization is 
not happy with their current 
direction and they are looking 
for that elusive, nebulous 
element, “change.”  I!ve 
certainly  seen that with my 
employer over the last year, 
and we as a country are right 
now knee -deep i n t ha t 
“change” mentality.  I find it 
particularly  odd that EAA 
would be on the hunt for an 
outsider, given that they are 
currently in the midst of a 
major “change” campaign of 

their own.  Would a new 
president share the same 
vision that has placed us on 
the current path?  That is 
another big unknown.  Maybe 
this is all rumor, and they will 
promote from within.  Or 
maybe not.  Time will tell, but 
the se lec t ion o f a new 
president is not something to 
be done lightly, and given the 
probable long term that a new 
president will serve, it will 
have profound effects on the 
organization for a long time to 
come.

Until next month, keep  your 
airspeed up, and play ball!

Hops & Props
Saturday March 7th was the 5th annual Hops & Props 
event at the EAA museum.  My wife and I attended for 
the 4th time this year, and the usual good time was had 
by all.  We ran into fellow 18er Steph Murray and her 
friend Dennis, and had a good time giving these two 
museum first-timers the nickel tour.  Here are a few 
pictures of the event, including some of us with a 
particular old timer that we found loitering around the 
XP-51.  Said his name was Paul something-or-other.

Bill Bateman Memorial 

Scholarship
As we have discussed at the past 
couple of meetings, the board has 
decided to make a change to the Bill 
Bateman Memorial Scholarship for 
2009.  Rather than focus only on high 
school seniors, we have expanded the 
scholarship  to include any child of 
reasonable age who is interested in 
doing something aviation related.  We 
have had a couple of good applicants 
come forward, both of whom are 
interested in attending the EAA Air 
Academy this summer, so this might be 
a good use for the scholarship.  Rather 
than have a lengthy written application 
process, the plan is to have the kids 
come to the April chapter meeting and 
give a short talk on why they would like 
to attend the Air Academy.  So, anyone 
who has a kid in mind, plan on bringing 
them to the April meeting.  Also, please 
contact a board member prior to that 
date with the information, so that we 
can have an idea of how many kids.  
There is enough in the fund to pay for 
several scholarships.



Welcome back to our discussion 

of formation flying.  When we left 

o f f i n O c t o b e r, w e w e r e 

d i s c u s s i n g s o m e o f t h e 

maneuvers that take place on a 

typical formation training flight.  

Let!s wrap up our discussion 

with a look at how the formation 

is recovered (fancy formation 

pilot speak for landing.)

At some point dur ing the 

formation, it becomes time to 

cease maneuvering and get the 

group back on the ground.  It 

could be that the flight has flown 

all of the briefed maneuvers and 

accomplished everything that it 

set out to do.  Or, it could be that 

one o f t he w ingmen has 

exper ienced a mechanical 

problem and communicated that 

fact to the lead, either by radio 

or by hand signals.  One of the 

wingmen may have reached the 

critical “bingo fuel” state.  In any 

event, it is time to land!  The 

lead will move the formation 

back into the standard “finger 4” 

formation, and will start heading 

in the direction of the destination 

field, if they are not already 

heading that way.  This is the 

perfect time for lead to wag the 

r udde r, i nd i ca t i ng t o t he 

wingmen that they should 

spread out to “route” formation.  

S i n c e w e h a v e b e e n 

maneuvering and concentrating 

on lead for some time, this is a 

good time to give the cockpit a 

once over, switch tanks, set up 

t h e r a d i o s f o r t h e n e x t 

frequencies to be used, and just 

take a deep breath and relax for 

a moment.  Lead will typically 

leave the frequency to get the 

A T I S  o r A W O S f o r t h e 

destination airport, and will then 

relay this information to the flight 

on the air-to-air frequency.

As the flight approaches the 

destination, lead will change the 

flight over from the air-to-air 

frequency  to the tower or 

Unicom.  Like everything else in 

formation flying, frequency 

changes are done in a very 

efficient, disciplined manner. 

Lead will announce the freq 

change, as “Falcon Flight, go 

123.45” and the wingmen will 

dutifully answer up in order as 

“two,” three,” and so on.  Once 

all wingmen have checked out, 

then and only then, all members 

will switch over to the new 

frequency.  After giving everyone 

a few moments, lead will again 

call for a check in, phrased as, 

“Falcon Flight check.”  Wingmen 

answer up in order just as when 

they left the previous frequency.  

Any stragglers will stick out like 

a sore thumb, as there will be 

nothing but silence when their 

number comes up in the 

sequence.  You!d better make 

sure that it isn!t you that is 

sticking out and making the 

formation look bad!

Once the flight is checked in, 

lead will communicate, either 

with the tower or Unicom, about 

the flight!s landing intentions.  

Traffic permitting, the flight will 

make the obligatory parade pass 

over the field.  Lead will then 

bring the flight around for the 

landing pass.  Depending on 

lead!s preference, the flight may 

land in elements (two abreast) or 

execute the overhead break 

m a n e u v e r.  T h i s i s n o t 

something that lead dreams up 

on downwind; this was thought 

out and thoroughly  discussed 

back in the pre-flight briefing, 

and of course, you!d better have 

been paying attention!

A well executed overhead break 

is one of the most fun things to 

watch from the ground that the 

average airport spectator is 

likely  to see outside of an 

airshow environment, and it is 

certain to draw a crowd (with 

cameras!) so look sharp.  The 

maneuver is actually  pretty 

simple in theory, but the devil is 

in the details of execution.  To 

perform the overhead break, the 

flight aligns itself into an echelon 

formation (all strung out in a line) 

on an extended 2-3 mile final at 

pattern altitude.  This high final is 

known as the “initial,” and the 

radio call is “Falcon Flight, 2 mile 

initial, left overhead break 

runway 13.”  As the flight comes 

over the field, lead will give #2 

the “kiss off” signal, and execute 

the break, which is simply a hard 

60 degree, level 2-G turn away 

from the formation and towards 



the downwind.  This 180 

degrees of hard turn serves two 

purposes: 1) it looks really  cool 

and 2) it dissipates speed and 

gets you down to gear and/ or 

flap speed in short order.  At the 

briefed interval (usually two 

seconds) the wingmen execute 

the break maneuver in order.  If 

all goes well, what you end up 

with is a flight that goes from a 

tight echelon to a flight that is in 

a nice straight line on downwind, 

spaced about 1000 feet apart.

From downwind, lead wi l l 

maintain altitude until reaching 

the “perch” which is the point at 

which he begins a descending 

turn to base.  The wingmen 

follow suit, maintaining their 

altitude until they reach the 

perch, and begin their descent at 

the same point in space that 

lead did.  This perch point is one 

from which a continuous turning 

approach to the runway is made.  

No squared off patterns here, it 

is all one big descending turn all 

the way  to the numbers.  The 

wingmen at 1000 foot intervals 

will maintain that spacing all the 

w a y d o w n , c r o s s i n g t h e 

threshold at the same interval.  

Depending on the width of the 

runway and the desires of lead, 

the flight may land on the 

centerline and fade to one side, 

or they may land staggered on 

alternative sides of the runway.  

Again, it was all covered during 

the briefing.  Nothing is left to 

guesswork.

Once all planes are safely back 

on the ground and off the 

runway, they  will join up again on 

lead and taxi to the ramp.  All of 

the lookie-loos who came out to 

watch your approach and 

landing will certainly  be there to 

watch you taxi in, so this is no 

time to get sloppy!  The 

formation is a formation all the 

way  to the chocks.  If ramp 

space permits, one of the best 

looking maneuvers to perform 

on the ground is the flank turn.  

During this maneuver, all planes 

taxi in a single file line to their 

parking spots, with a minimal (6 

foot) nose to tail separation.  

When everyone is in position, on 

cue f rom lead , the f l i gh t 

executes a simultaneous 90 

degree turn into their parking 

spots.  If it is done right, it is one 

Sierra Hotel looking maneuver.  

What could possibly top that?  

The coup de grace for a 

formation, after a perfectly 

executed flank turn, is the 

synchronized shutdown, where, 

on a visual signal from lead, all 

mixtures are cut and all props 

stop simultaneously.  Cue the 

wild applause from the crowd.

If you happen to be in the crowd 

to witness such a show, of 

course wild applause is in order.  

You may also be in a mad rush 

to run out, shake the hands and 

seek the autographs 

o f t h e 

i n t r e p i d 

aviators that 

y o u j u s t 

w i t n e s s e d 

p ly ing the i r 

t r a d e .  

However, you 

may be slightly 

d i s a p p o i n t e d 

when the group 

of pilots shun the 

c r o w d , a n d 

instead of taking a 

curtain call, they form into a tight 

knot some distance from the 

crowd.  No, they  are not being 

anti-social; rather they are taking 

a few moments after the flight to 

thoroughly  debrief.  Just like 

e v e r y  f l i g h t i s b r i e f e d 

beforehand, every  fl ight is 

likewise debriefed at the end.  All 

maneuvers are dissected and 

very  direct comments are made.  

This can be an humbl ing 

experience, but it is done to 

improve the group and to make 

improvements to the next flight.  

Once the flight is debriefed, then 

and only  then is the flight over, 

and the pilots can get on with 

their important business, like 

breakfast!

So now you have an idea of 

what is involved in formation 

flying.  And next time you watch 

a formation act at a big airshow 

or your local pancake breakfast, 

y o u w i l l h a v e a g r e a t e r 

appreciation for the work that 

goes in to such a flight.  Who 

knows, perhaps someday you 

too will decide to take the plunge 

and get involved in formation 

flying.



Board Meeting 

February 2009
The February  Board meeting was 
cal led to order at 6:30 by 
President Jeff Point at the CAP 
hangar at Timmerman Field. Jim 
Hatzenbeller, Fred Keip, Tom 
Stranak, Darrell Kufalk, Stephanie 
Murray, Joe Ptaszek and Fritz 
Jorgenson were present. The 
minutes and treasurers report 
from the January  meeting were 
a p p r o v e d . T h e r e w e r e n o 
committee reports.

Stephanie reported that a Young 
Eagles event is being planned for 
May 9th & 10 at the 128th. Pilots 
and ground crew are needed. 
Lunch will be provided. 

It was decided that all applicants 
for the Bill Bateman Memorial 
fund should show up at the April 
meeting to state their case in 
order to be a recipient of this 
funds.

It was decided that we need to 
order new Chapter patches. A  
design will be selected and 
approved at the April meeting.    

Paul Compte has volunteered to 
assume the duties as Chapter tool 
librarian.

The March Chapter meeting 
program will be an extended 
building report of Darrell Kufalk 
Velocity XL.

Meeting adjourned at 7:10

Respectfully submitted,
Jim Hatzenbeller (Secretary)

Feb 2009 Meeting
The February  meeting was called 
to order by  President Jeff Point at 

7:30PM at the CAP Hangar at 
Timmerman Field. Guests were 
asked to introduce themselves, 
and 4 people did so. 

Announcements : The long 
awaited sheet metal workshop is 
tentatively  scheduled for Saturday, 
April 4th at East Troy  airport. A 
Young Eagles event is scheduled 
for May  9th and 10th at the 128th at 
Mitchell Field. Saturday  from 
10:00 till 3:00 and Sunday, 9:00 till 
2:30. #Pilots and ground support 
needed. Lunch will be provided. It 
was reported that any young 
person that is interested in being 
a recipient of funds form the Bill 
Bateman Memorial Fund, should 
attend the April meeting to give a 
short talk on how and why  they 
would use the funds. It was 
announced that Paul Compte will 
assume the duties as Chapter tool 
librarian. We are still in need of a 
volunteer to assume coffee 
making duties for this year. Joe 
Ptaszek will train the volunteer. If 
no one volunteers to step forward, 
we may  go without coffee until 
someone picks up the slack. 

Building Reports:  Carroll Rands 
reports that he is starting work on 
his Sonex project. (The crate is 
opened). Fred reports that he is 
continuing working on the brakes 
and control systems for the Wag-
A-Bond. Marcus Collins reports 
that his is starting to do finish 
painting on his Cozy Mark IV. Ken 
Freieseleben reports that the right 
wing is finished for the Fokker 
project. They  are now ready to 
start final assembly. Bob Lang and 
Eric Anderson report that they  are 
building a new hangar and the 
wings are ready  to install on Bob!s 
RV-6 project. Dave Hoefgren 
reports that he is working on the 
brakes for his RV-10. Lou Krueger 
reported on making patterns for 
ribs on a Wag-A-Bond. Tom 
Stranak reports that he continues 
to work on the canopy of his RV. 

Al Meersdorf is restarting work on 
a Fly  Baby  which was started in 
81.  

Jeff reported that the February 
Project Patro l was a huge 
success with at least 25 people at 
the breakfast.  Then carpooling to 
observe projects in work or 
completed projects. 

Flying Reports:   Adam Smith 
form EAA headquarters reported 
on flying his family  to Wautoma. 
Greg Allman and Sune Ericson 
both flew their GlaStars over to 
Reedsburg. They  reported that the 
restaurant across the street from 
the airport has reopened under 
new management. Fred Keip 
reported that he took some local 
flights. Fred also reported that the 
Burlington airport could possible 
be closed for a while this summer 
as runway improvements are 
m a d e a t t h e f i e l d . C h e c k 
NOTAM !s before f ly ing into 
Burlington. 

Tech Counselors: Ron Scott 
reports that caution should be 
taken when using autogas, as 
many stations are now  going to 
ethanol additives. Always check 
for compatibility. 

Young Eagles: An event is 
tentatively  scheduled for May, 
2009 to be held at the 128th. May 
9th and 10th.

Flight Advisors: No report.

Business was ended and break 
was taken. The evening program 
consisted of Adam Smith from 
EAA headquarters giving an 
u p d a t e o n t h e g r o u n d s 
improvements taking place at 
Oshkosh. He also gave an 
account of future plans for 
renovat ion and expans ion , 
including new roads being put in 
place.

Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Hatzenbeller (Secretary)
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January-09 Treasurers ReportTreasurers ReportTreasurers Report
Checking Savings Bateman SFBateman SF

Beginning balance 1/1/09 1044.61 $1,893.08 $1,550.00 *
Receipts

Calendars $419.00
Total Income 0.00 $419.00

Expenses
EAA reg,Ins. -227.00 $0.00

Labels & copies -45.16 $0.00
Total Expenses -272.16 $0.00

Ending Balance 772.45 $2,312.08 $1,550.00

February -09 Treasurers ReportTreasurers ReportTreasurers Report
Checking Savings Bateman SFBateman SF

Ballance 1/31/09 772.45 2312.08 $1,550.00
Receipts

0.00 $0.00
Total Income 0.00 $0.00

Expenses
cookies -29.00 $0.00

 Total Expenses -29.00 $0.00

Ending Bal. 2/27/09 743.45 $2,312.08 $1,550.00

The editor desperately needs your help. I am looking for short 

descriptions and photos of your project and progress. Please send 

them to me at holdshort@me.com. Your participation is greatly 

appreciated!

Contact!
Officers 
President- Newsletter Publisher  Je!  Point  414 915-9173 jpoint@mindspring.com 
Vice-president   Fred Keip  262 835-7714   
Secretary  Jim Hatzenbeller   414 483-1246  JIMHATZY@aol.com 
Treasurer  Ken Klima  414 425-7991  knklima@tds.net 
At-Large Board-Membership  Dave Alberti  414 543-7138  daberti@execpc.com 
At-Large Board Craig  Henry  414 899-5980  glasair2@aol.com 
At-Large Board  Andy Jaskie  414 671-1326  skippyj@ameritech.net 
At-Large Board  Stephanie Murray  414 384-2619  mzstef615@wi.rr.com 
At-Large Board  Fritz Jorgenson  414 281-7329  jorgie@execpc.com 
At-Large Board Fred Keip  262 835-7714  fredkeip@aol.com 
At-Large Board  Mike Woods  262 781-0487 mwoods@bizwi.rr.com 

Staff 
Newsletter Editor  Joe Coraggio  414 841-7354  cora0006@umn.edu 
Web Editor  Todd Wenzel   todd.wenzel@wenzel-software.com 

Tech Counselors 
Carl Schultz (262) 895-6194  Ron Scott (262) 642-7423  Fred Keip (262) 835-7714-Tool Librarian 
Je!  Point (414) 915-9173  Paul McAllister (262) 695-7624 

Flight Advisors 
Ron Scott (262) 642-7423 

HomebuilderHomebuilder

         Files         Files
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